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Ada Augusta Byron
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- ADA
= MUST NEVER
BECOME

POETICAL!

ONLY ONE
THING HAS THE
FOWER TO SUBDUE
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Charles Babbage

MEANWHILE, in his sesret
laboratory, super-genius inventor
CHARLES BABBAGE labours on SHORT-SIGHTED
the radical non-human FooLsM
calculating machine!
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¥ NO ONE HAS THE N
i INTELLECT TO GRASP
S8l THE BRILLIANCE OF
& vy DIFFERENCE
' ENGINE!!
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DIDM T THE GOVERWMENT
GIVE YOU THAT HUGE
GRANT THAT YOU THEN
SPENT OGN A DIFFERENT
MACHINE THAT YOU ALSO
DIDN 'T FINISH?

WHO CAN
COMPREHEND MY
UNAVAILING

EUGELEE? /
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They Meet Cute at a Party

A NEW, VAST, AND POWERFUL LANGUAGE IS DEVELOPED
FOR THE FUTURE USE OF ANALYSIS, SO IT MAY BECOME OF
MORE SPEEDY AND ACCURATE PRACTICAL APPLICATION FOR
THE PURPOSES OF MANKIND THAN THE MEANS HITHERTO IN
OUR POSSESSION HAVE RENDERED
. “~___POSSIBLEN

HEY LOOK--
WE "EE PRESENT
FOR THE
INVENTION OF
THE GEEK!
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Translator & Analyst

J

PN | In 1842, Ada
| Lovelace wrote
| the first paper on "*

& Py computer science,
’_Pr and published the

first computer

ﬁ “'..j program, for
h Babbage's unbuilt

design for a

¥ punchecard-run

g me.ﬂhagir:atth b f, d
computer, the
 Analytical Engine. S f -.ﬂ-’f H &y |
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Much Sad. Many Feels.

Unfortunately Ada Lovelace died
of cancer a few years later, at 36.

Babbage never did build any

of his calculating machines.

The first real computers weren't
built until 100 years later.
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However ...
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In an Adjacent Pocket Universe ...
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The Client

THE ANALYTICAL ENGINE
WEAVES ALSEBRAIC PATTERNS
JUST AS JACQUART'S LOOM
WEAVES LEAVES AND BLOSSOMS.
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LOOK LIKE
YOU COULD
USE AN
ENGINEER.
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Foothotes!

POSSIBLY WE MAY
HAVE MISCALIBRATED
THE FI&CAL MULTIPLIER...
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XX The “fiscal multiplier” is a measure of the effect of government spending or tax cuts on economic
output; a “multiplier of 1” would be a model in which §1 of government spending increases the nation’s
GDP equally by $1. Economists amuse themselves by attempting to attach a “fiscal multiplier” number
to each specific government action or tax cut. As one might imagine, no two people have ever agreed on
what the fiscal multiplier actually is for anything, as it is extremely difficult to isolate the effect of a single
action on the chaos of a modern economy. The value of this number is what is at issue any time you
hear a debate on stimulus or tax cuts. '

In 2012 there was consternation at the International Monetary Fund when they reran the numbers
on the economic model that imposed austerity on many European nations3 and found that rather than
a multiplier of 0.5 on austerity ($1 of spending cuts results in a 50¢ loss of GDP), it was maybe more
like 1.7 ($1 of cuts ends up with $1.70 loss). Or maybe it’s something else, who knows.
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@ ENDNOTES&%

1. As Coleridge himself described it in his preface to “Kubla Khan” (I don’t
know why he’s talking about himself in third person):

On awakening he appeared to himself to have a distinct recollection
of the whole, and taking his pen, ink, and paper, instantly and eagerly
wrote down the lines that are here preserved. At this moment he was
unfortunately called out by a person on business from Porlock, and
detained by him above an hour, and on his return to his room, found,
to his no small surprise and mortification, that though he still retained
some vague and dim recollection of the general purport of the
vision, yet, with the exception of some eight or ten scattered lines and
images, all the rest had passed away like the images on the surface of
a stream into which a stone has been cast, but, alas! without the after
restoration of the latter!—

2. One of the Lovelace estates, anyways. Lord Lovelace had three, and a large
London mansion. Babbage described Ashley Combe as “a romantic spot

on the rocky coast about 2 miles from the post town Porlock” in a letter to
Michael Faraday (this charming letter is in Appendix I). The house itself has
crumbled into ruin, but you can see some of the bits and pieces on an excep-
tionally lovely stretch of what is now the Southwest Coast Path. In particular,
you can glimpse the odd tunnels Lord Lovelace built on the approach, reput-
edly so his view would not be sullied by tradesmen coming on the road.

The distance between the “Kubla Khan” event and Lovelace’s presence in
Porlock is 3 km x 43 years or 1.8225 x 1015 meters in Minkowski" space-time.

‘Herman Minkowski (1864-1909) converted Einstein’s theory of relativity into a geometric expression
of one-dimensional space. “Henceforth space itself, and time itself, are doomed to fade away into mere
shadows, and only a kind of union of the two will preserve an independent reality.”
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Appendices
MEMORY: THE STORE

Some method for storing data is the first requirement of a
computer. Babbage called his the Store. The Store, like the bulk
of the Engine, is made up of tall columns of stacked wheels. Each
column holds one number of up to fifty digits. The last wheel at o N
the top indicates whether the number is positive or negative. .
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Epilogue

I

IT'S ODD, MQST THINK IT’S
PEOPLE DON'T BEAUTIFUL! T FEEL
LIKE THIS PLACE! '

‘ A\ QUITE AT HOME.
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